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OBSERVATO 


On the ill State of King Charles’s Affairs in Spain. 
among the Spaniards, remarkable. Their Highflying Clergy, and thei bi 
Ruin of that Country , Enemies to the Houfe 9 Aultria, and why. 
Charles’s Affairs may flill be vetvieu’d, and the trench King bumbkd, 
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From Saturdip, Wecember 16. to CCiedueliap, Uecember 20. 1710. 





Countrym. E have fad News from Spain, 

Mafter ; King Charles, it 
we may believe Advices 
from France, is not only 
oblig’d to abandon all his New Conquefis, but in 
danger of having his Retreat to Catalonia cut off ; 
and if he arrive there in fafety, can’t promile bim- 
felf a quiet or durable Poffeflion of rhat Principa- 
lity, the French and the Frenchify’d Spantards grow 
fo much upon him on all fides. 

Oovf. lam afraid there’s too much truth in it, 
Roger, and am forry fo; it. By this we may fee 
the Inilabilicy of human Affairs, and that there 1s 
nothing to be depended upun in this World. We 
muit lft op our Exes to that over-ruling Provi- 
dence which fets up one, and pulls down another, 
and difpofes of Kingdoms, as weil as of leiler 
things, at pleafure: Tho at the fame time the Folly 
and Wickednefs of Men, which contribuce to fuch 
Changes, are not to be overluok’d, nor to be let 
pafs without a due Cenfure and Keflection. ‘Tis 
plain that King Charles's Misfortunes are in a 
great meafure owing, as far as we ought to alcribe 
thinystofecond Caules, to the Deficiency of fome 
of his Allis, aud to the unjult Prepoffeflions of 
the Spaniards, who of right ought to be his loyal 
and affectionate Subjedts: but it we confider what 
a bigetted and blo.dy Nation the Spaniards have 
been, what the, have to anfwer for the Millions of 
Lives of Fews, Moors, Indians, and Coriftians of 
all Denominations, that have been loft by their 
means, to gratify their Ambition, Avarice, and 
Bigotr, 5 We are not to wonder that Providence 
raiies io many Obfiructions againit the fpeedy Set- 
tlement of their Peace and Governmewt, and that 
their Sin is now made their Punijiment. 

Countrym, Pray give me a fhort Account of their 
Miiory in relation to thofe things, Mafter; ir 
may Perhaps be of ule to other People, and teach 
’em to beware of fuch Procecdings, or at leait it 
may ferve us as a Proof that the Divine Juitice 
does not let {ach crying Iniquities go unpulilak . 


Gof, With ail my heart, Roger: 1 will give you 


an account of their Hiitory with relation to thofe 
Heacs in as few words as | can. Spain may date 
its Ruin from the time of its feeming Growth in 
Dominion and Grandeur in the Reign of Ferdinand 
and Jjabellz4, when the Kingdoms of Caftile and 
Aragon were uniteg”by their Marriage. Thele 
Princes were gwtut Bigots, which made them eafy 
to be impos d upon by their Clergy, who preach’d 
againii the Toleration of the “oors, tho it was 
granted them by tolemn Capitulation at the Sur- 
render of the Kingdom of Grenads. The High- 
fying Prieits urgd counterfeit Arguments both 
from Policy and Religion for perfecuting the 
Moors, and torcing them to turn Ch.ift:ans or to 
quit the Country. This being contrary to the 
Opinion of the Moderate Divines and toe Council 
of Toledo, met wish fo.oe oppolition for a time. 
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But Cardinal Xi menes, the Patriarch of the High- 
tying Clergy, prevail’d at laft, contrary to the 
Advice of the wiie Counfellors of State, who re- 
prefented to the Court, that tuch Proceedings 
would reduce Spam to a Wilderne's. The Cardi- 
nal intrufted the Management of this Affair to 
Leoni one of bis Chaplains, a Man of @ frerce and 
‘vucl Temper, who ina few years time burnt 4000, 
and fore’d 50000 to profels themielves Chrittians, 
tho {carce one of ’em were true Converts. This oc- 
cafion’d a Rebellion, wherein the Adgors being 
worfted, they bargain’d to be tran{ported to Bur- 
bary, on paying ten Dollars per head. Such as 
had Mony to pay, wereatiow’d that Libert, 5 but 
2 oocoof the reft were forc’d to feign themlelves 
Chriftians, and to accept Baptifm. Thefe violent 
Proceedings laid s000 Houles defolate in the Di- 
{tri of Seville alone, and produc’d new Remon- 
itrances from the Proprietors and the Counfellors 
of State, who offer’d the King a great Sum to put 
down the Court of Inquifition, and curb the High. 
Church Party. His Majefty was willing, but T-- 
mas de Turrecremata a Dominican, who model'd 
the Inquifition, diffuaded him from it; told bim 
twas the Practice of Judas to fell Chrift for Mony, 
and threaten’A Divine Vengeance againft his AL sjefty 
and the Oueen, if they went on with the bargain. 
So that after this no man du'ft open his mouth a- 
geinit the High-Church Court of Inquilition, ex- 
cept fume Moderare Divines, who declar’d that 
all thofe fore’d Buptifms were void, wid a grea: Pro- 
fanation of the Sacrament. The Pertecution went 
on, and many of thole fore’d Converts were burnt 
as Apoltates. When Charles V. afterwards Em- 
peror, came to the Government, the Crucity and 
Injuftice of this Periecution was repretented to 
him, and he feem’d to retent it 5 bat he was over- 
perf{uaded by a Funtoof Cou t-Prelates and Lawyers 
to let things goon as they were, and the Afors were 
itil] perfecuted and burnt. tis Maieft. was ob- 
lig’d by his Coronation-Outh, 1s King of Aragon, 
not to expel the A@ors, or force them to turn 
Chniitians, even tho the Pope fh u’d dilpenfe with 
bis Oath , but the Priefis having ttir'd up the 
Mob againit the Nobility, and periuaded the Em- 
peror that twas the beft Service he could do to 
God and his Country to clear bis Dominions of 
Infidels and Hereticks, he obtain’d a Di!peaficon 
of his Oath from the Pope, and perfecuted the 
Moors with more Violence than ever. The Cler- 
gy preach’d up that ‘twas lawful to cut their throats; 
io thac all the Remoaftrances of the Nobility, 
and the Laws of the Kingdom, fiznify d nothing, 
they were forcd to give way to the Intereft of 
tiigh-Church. His Son Piilp TH. periccuted not 
only the Afoors, bur thefews and I” oreftents, with 
greater Fury 5 yet becuule he couldnt keep pace 
wih the Malice of the Pricits, they told bim rhae 
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quite expel’d the Moors, Gc. In order to this, 
the, publif’d a Ban againft ’em themicives, anc 
to provoke the People to cut their Throws, charg ¢ 
thea: fallly witha Defign of Rebellion, which did 
actual], procure a real one, and occafion’d a total 
Expalfion of all the A4oors, in the Reign of Phi- 
lip the Third, except fuch as feign’d a Converfion, 
By this means Spain loft above a Million of Peo- 
ple, and the Nation became hateful to all the 
World for their Cruelty. The Nobles being fen- 
fible of the Ruin of their Country by thofe Me- 
thods, deliver’d a Memorial to King Philip the 
Third in 1618. complaining of it: Upon which 
the Luke of Lerma, one of the chief Perfecu- 
tors, was difgrac’d , bis Brother the Cardinal of 
Toledo, who join’d with him, had the fame Fate, 
for which he died of Grief, and their Chief Fa 
vourite and Counlellor was put to Death. The 
King himfelf was feiz’d with fuch Terror, that he 
pin’d away and died, defpairingof Mercy. After 
his Death the Inquifitor-General, who had been 
his Confeffor, and chief Promoter of the Perfe- 
cution, wasturn’d out, and all the Grants given 
to the Houfe of Lerma, who were the chief In- 
{truments of thofe arbitrary Proceedings, refum’d. 
Allthis, and a great deal more, is to be feen in 
Dr. Geddes’s Milcellany Tracts, Roger. 

Countrym. Ts a dreadful Story, Mafter, as e- 
ver | heard! and, if there were no more to be 
charg’d upon the Spanifh Nation, is enough to ac- 
couat for the defolating War with which they 
have fo long been wafted, and feem ftill to be 
more and more threaten’d.. Blood is generally re- 
veny’d by Blood, efpecially that fhed upon the ac- 
count of Perfecution. By this we may alfo fee 
how dangerous a thing ’tis for Princes to fuffer 
themfelves to be mifled by hot-headed ancharita- 
ble Clergymen, to allow them any Influence in 
their Councils, or to fuffer them to meddle in Af- 
fairs of State 5 nothing but Ruin and Confufion 
ever attends their Advices, of which I wifh there 
had never been any Inftances in Proteftant as well 
as Popifh Countries, But pray goon, Mafter. 

Ob/. 1 muft defer till another time, Roger, the 
giving you an account of the other Heads, relating 
to the Perfecution of the Proteftants, the Expule 
fin of the Fews, the Matlacres of the Indians; 
the Surrender of their Conftitution to Arbitrary 
Power, and the Blood which the Spaniards thed, 
in order to aflift their Monarchs to obtain the 
Univerfal Monarchy : the very mention of them 
is enough to juftify that Providence which feems 
todelay the Kecovery of Spaim from under the 
Tyranny of the Houfe of Bouibon, that they who 
have fhed fo much Blood in their own and other 
Nations, may have their Garments roll’d in their 
own Blood. But at the fame time ’tis obfervable, 
that the fame Clergy, whom the Houfe of Aufria 
tais'd to fo much Power, are become their greateft 
Enemies ; for nothing but their Influence over the 
poor bigotted People, whom they have poifon’d 
with falfe Notions, that their Church is in Danger, 
and that the Houfe of Bourbon has the Divine He- 
reditary Right of Succeffion as next in Blood, 
could have overcome their natural Averfion to a 
French Government, and made them fo obftinate- 
ly refitt the Succeflion of the Houle of Axfria, 
whichis eftablifh’d by all the Laws of the King- 
dom, as well as by folemn Treaties, Oaths and 
Guarantys. 

Countrym, To me it feems unaccountable, Maf- 
ter, that ever the Spaniards cou’d be fo much im- 
pos'd apon. 

Obj. It can never be otherwife, Roger, where a 
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Srate commits any of the Reins of Government 
to the hands of a furicus Clergy, and their bicor- 
ted Followers. Gofpel-Miniters are God's Ordi. 
nance, and in bis hands the Inftruments of our 
Salvation, by bringing us to Faith and Repentance 
thro a due Adminiliration of the Word and Sac; a. 
ments 3 but when once they are fuiier’d to leaye 
their Original State, to meddle with Politicke 
determine the Succetiion of Crowns, the Limit 
of Prerogative, and the Boundaries of the Peo 
ples Obedience, they become like the Angels, thar 
did not keep their fii it State, and fet all the World 
inaFlame. Wecan't have a more pregnent [p- 
{tance of this, than the preient Conduct of the 
High-Charch of Rome to the Houle of Auriga: 
while that Family continu’d their unhappy Tools 
to perfecute Proteftants, and promote the Intercit 
of the Court of Rome, they were the Favourites 
of the Roman Clergy ; but fince the Imperial Fa. 
mily has become more moderate, faw the con- 
trary Methods to be their Intereft, and that they 
were obliz’d to league with Proteltants for their 
own Safety, and to preferve the Libertys of Ey- 
rope ; the High-Church of Rome has tarn’d upon 
them, brands them as Hereticks, and Favouiers of 
Hereticks, uppofes their Right to the Span‘) Mo- 
narchy, and has transfer’d it to the Houle of Boxr- 
bon, becaufe that Family is the fworn Enemy of 
the Proteftant Name, and of the Libertys of all 
Men, who will not confent to be Prieft- ridden out 
of their Eftates, Lives and Souls. This is the 
true reafon why the High-Church of Rome are as 
great Enemies tothe Succeifion of King Charles, 
as our Jacobites, Nonjurants and Occafional 
Swearers are to that of the Houle of Hanover. 

Countrym. 1 am fatisfy’d inthat, Matter 5 there- 
fore I conceive the Proteftant Allies to be as much 
concern’d as the Imperial Family, to fee that King 
;Charles have Juftice done him, and be poflefs’d of 
the whole Spanifh Monarchy, as they wou'd avoid 
having the Yoke of French Popery and Slavery 
wreath’d about their own Necks. I hope the Cau- 
fes of King Charles’s being fo much neglected hi- 
therto will be enquir’d into, and prevented, and 
that his Affairs may ftillbe retriev’d. 

Obf. [hope fo too, Roger, and am glad that 
her Majefty and the States General have made fuch 
vigorous Refolutions to fupport him, and taken 
fuch effectual Methods to do it, We have 
France ina great mealure laid open on the fide of 
Flanders , fo that by pufhing onthe War vigorouf- 
ty therenext Campaign, we have reafon to hope 
that the haughty Nimrod may {till be humbled fo 
far, as to make an end of the War to the Satif- 
faction of the Confederates, tho he boafts that he 
is now but beginning it. In order to which, I 
pray God to blefs the Refolves of her Majefty and 
her Parliament, and that all the Efforts of thofe 
who would divide us, and have it prevented, may 


be blafted. 
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